Literacy Lesson Observation, Reflection, & Recommendations
Location:





Date: March 27, 2015
Grade Level: 5th Grade
Topic or Focus of Lesson: Vocabulary
Objectives: What objectives were apparent in the lesson?  If there was a lesson plan available, did the objectives in the plan match the ones you observed being taught?

Vocabulary Review

Vocabulary Words: figurative language, simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, idiom, hyperbole, personification, and alliteration.
The students will be able to match vocabulary words to their correct definitions.
The students will be able to identify and read vocabulary words.

The students will be able to identify and read definitions.

(The lesson plan was not available)

Teaching What did you see the teacher do? What teaching techniques were used? Pay attention to materials, grouping options, instructional strategies, pacing…

Whole group:
Explicit directions and expectations

Modeling, calling on students, listening to students share, explaining, praising students, scaffolding, giving examples, providing options or choice, and giving reminders and advice.

“Is she right? “Yes!” or “Try again!”

Students What were the students doing?  How were they engaged in the learning? Were they engaged in the learning? Any off-task behaviors?
Whole group: 
Interacting with the activity, moving, working in pairs or individually, collaborating, responding appropriately, making connections, sitting patiently, supporting classmates, clapping, “yes”, and using words of encouragement.

“Is she right? “Yes!” or “Try again!”

Some students were off-take when it was not their turn, especially staring off or heads down.

Each group or indivudal student was given a vocabulary word on a notecard. They, he, or she then came up to the table to select the notecard with the correct definition on it (left the definition notecard at the table). The students were encouraged to flip over definitions they knew were not correct.
Some of the words were vocabulary words for that week’s quiz and others were from the overall unit.

Interesting observations:  What did you see that was interesting, unusual, surprising…?

Interesting: Supporting of classmates, clapping, and using words of encouragement.
Surprising: When students did not match the vocabulary word to its definition on the first try, all of the students encouraged them to try again. No one conducted any negative reactions.
This class was very supportive of one another! It was clear that they have a strong sense of classroom community.

Questions you have after the lesson about the teacher, teaching techniques, students, content of the lesson, literacy learning, literacy instruction, etc.  What did you leave the lesson reflecting on, wondering about, etc.?

What is something that you could do to have the students engaged at all times during whole group? 
Maybe by playing to sticky note game or vocab on the move.
How could this lesson be extended? 
Maybe by having the students practice in small groups before taking the quiz.
Why were some of the students put into pairs and others completed the review activity by themselves?

Maybe by having all of the students in pairs and giving them multiple words. I saw greater collaboration and motivation from the students in pairs.
Positives:  List two positive things (related to literacy learning) you observed from each:

	
	Teacher
	Students

	1.


	The teacher scaffolded student learning by giving examples, options, and choice to assist the students in matching the vocabulary words to their correct definitions.
	The students were making connections between the vocabulary words and past activities and lessons.
For example: onomatopoeia and the batman video

	2.


	The teacher provided several reminders and advice to the students regarding identifying and reading the vocabulary words and definitions.
	The students were highly engaged while matching the vocabulary words to the notecards with their correct definitions.


Support:  List two areas in which you could assist or support the teacher with this lesson or topic.  Include the specific standard # you would be assisting the teacher with (see list below), a description of your suggestion, and cite a resource the teacher could use (this could be a textbook, article, website, video, book or any other resource that could enhance or extend their lesson).  Even if the lesson is absolutely wonderful, consider what adaptations for individual literacy needs (both high and low) might be made, what extensions could follow, etc.

Support:
Idea 1: IRA standard # 5.4 Use a variety of classroom configurations (i.e., whole class, small group, and individual) to differentiate instruction.

Use evidence-based grouping practices to meet the needs of all students, especially those who struggle with reading and writing.

Description of idea:
The teacher could extend this lesson by allowing the students to review the vocabulary in small groups before taking the quiz. In this lesson, the students worked individually or in pairs to match vocabulary words to their correct definitions. I noticed greater collaboration and motivation from the students in pairs, rather than students who were working individually. The students could be placed in small groups either heterogeneously to gain support from others, or homogenously to gain support for the teacher. This will allow time for the teacher to appropriately scaffold and assist individual groups. The resource listed below will assist the teacher in making decisions regarding instructional groupings for literacy learning.

Resource the teacher can use to support this idea:

Instructional grouping for reading resource:

Early Intervention for Reading Difficulties: The Interactive Strategies Approach by Donna M. Scanlon, Kimberly L. Anderson, and Joan M. Sweeny

Idea 2:  IRA standard # 4.2 Use a literacy curriculum and engage in instructional practices that positively impact students’ knowledge, beliefs, and engagement with the features of diversity.
Support classroom teachers in providing differentiated instruction and developing students as agents of their own literacy learning.
Description of idea:
The teacher could use the following activity as an alternative vocabulary review. Vocab on the Move is a game used to review vocabulary while students engage in movement. The students travel around the room asking their classmates a series of questions. They must find a synonym, antonym, example, sentence, etc. These clues are then used to figure out the vocabulary word on their heads, “What do you think the word is?”. The students still receive practice in reading the vocabulary words and interacting with their definitions. In addition, the students will gain communication and collaboration practice. This activity will also promote high engagement while incorporating students’ interest and performance levels. The “Vocab on the Move” link and activity sheet are below for future use.
Resource the teacher can use to support this idea:
http://lewislearninglibrary.blogspot.com/2011/02/managment-monday-tuesday-other.html
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Name ___________________ Date _____  #___ 
 



Directions: Go around the classroom and ask your classmates the 
following questions to figure out what your word is.  
 



1. What is a synonym for me? ___________________ 
 
 
2. What is an antonym for me? __________________ 



 
 



3. Give me an example of me. __________________ 
 
 



4. Give me an example of something I’m not. ___________  
 



________________________________ 
 



 
5. What is a definition for me? __________________ 



 
________________________________ 



 
 
 



 
Now, use the clues from your classmates to figure out your vocabulary word. 



 
What do you think the word is?  



 



_____________________________ 











