Literacy Lesson Observation, Reflection, & Recommendations
Location:





Date: March 4, 2015
Grade Level: 1st Grade
Topic or Focus of Lesson: Whole Group Lesson/Main Idea & Supporting Details
Objectives: What objectives were apparent in the lesson?  If there was a lesson plan available, did the objectives in the plan match the ones you observed being taught?

Main ideas

(Many times the main idea is the first sentence, nonfiction!)

Supporting details

(Supporting details can go in a variety of different orders!) 

Re-made different story versions using the same sentence strips
The students will be able to identify main ideas and supporting details in a story.
The students will able to order the sentence strips according to the main idea and supporting details.

The students will be able to read the stories including the main ideas and supporting details.

(The lesson plan was not available)

Teaching What did you see the teacher do? What teaching techniques were used? Pay attention to materials, grouping options, instructional strategies, pacing…

Whole group:

Modeling, explaining, discussing, questioning, visualizing/inferring, individual responding, echo responding, choral responding, ordering sentence strips, unison responding, choice (which color), praise (whole group and individual), giving out Duke dollars (behavior system in Cumberland), and listening to students share.

Fiction vs. non fiction “Which is it?”

The teacher involved every student, called on multiple people.

“What would the picture look like?”-Creating the story
Small groups:

Reminding students of directions, monitoring, assisting groups/individuals, correcting off task behaviors, asking questions, checking student work, and giving helpful suggestions.

Wrap up:

Graphic organizers/”webs”, parts of a web, how to put sentences into a web: main idea in the center, supporting details around, main idea always in center, “This is another way to organize the sentences in a paragraph.”

Students What were the students doing?  How were they engaged in the learning? Were they engaged in the learning? Any off-task behaviors? 

Whole group:

Interacting with the activity, responding appropriately, sitting patiently, raising hands, and supporting classmates.
Little off-task behaviors: talking, staring off, calling out, and playing with other student’s hair
Small groups:

Working at tables in small groups (according to the seating arrangement), completed the same activity from whole group.
Collaborating with others, communicating, ordering sentence strips, reading aloud, self-correcting, asking questions (like the teacher did) “Which one is first? Which one goes next?”, giving choices to others in their groups “Which one would you like?”, re reading, choral reading, raising hands for the teacher to check their work, taking turns, reading individually, mixing up sentence strips to put them in order again, and sharing with the whole class: reading, stating the main idea, and the supporting details (supporting details for other groups, “Who remembers a supporting detail?”).
Interesting observations:  What did you see that was interesting, unusual, surprising…?

Interesting: Supporting of classmates, clapping, and using words of encouragement.

Surprising: When the whole group was choral reading with the teacher, every student read along.
There was a lot of laughter in the classroom! It was clear that they were having a lot of fun and have a strong sense of classroom community.

Questions you have after the lesson about the teacher, teaching techniques, students, content of the lesson, literacy learning, literacy instruction, etc.  What did you leave the lesson reflecting on, wondering about, etc.?

What is something that you could do to have the students engaged at all times during whole group? 
Maybe by making multiple copies of the sentence strips for the students to put together by themselves or in pairs.

How could this lesson be extended? 
Maybe by having students write the story once the sentence strips are in order and the main idea/supporting details are determined, or by creating a graphic organizer/web.
Positives:  List two positive things (related to literacy learning) you observed from each:

	
	Teacher
	Students

	1.


	The teacher had the students respond in multiple ways when modeling how to identify the main idea and supporting details: individual, echo, choral, and unison.
	The students were highly engaged while collaborating with others to order and reorder the sentence strips.

	2.


	The teacher provided the students with different ways to organize the main idea and supporting details, using the sentence strips and graphic organizers/”webs”.
	The students read the sentence strips (main idea/supporting details) in a variety of ways: re reading, choral reading, and individually reading.


Support:  List two areas in which you could assist or support the teacher with this lesson or topic.  Include the specific standard # you would be assisting the teacher with (see list below), a description of your suggestion, and cite a resource the teacher could use (this could be a textbook, article, website, video, book or any other resource that could enhance or extend their lesson).  Even if the lesson is absolutely wonderful, consider what adaptations for individual literacy needs (both high and low) might be made, what extensions could follow, etc.

Support:
Idea 1: IRA standard # 5.4 Use a variety of classroom configurations (i.e., whole class, small group, and individual) to differentiate instruction.
Use evidence-based grouping practices to meet the needs of all students, especially those who struggle with reading and writing.
Description of idea:
The teacher could group the students in a variety of way both heterogeneously and homogeneously. In this lesson, the students worked at tables in small groups, but there was no rhyme or reason for this set up. The students simply worked in groups according to the seating arrangement. The students could be placed in small groups either heterogeneously to gain support from others, or homogenously to gain support for the teacher. This will allow time for the teacher to appropriately differentiate instruction and assist individual groups. The resource listed below will assist the teacher in making decisions regarding instructional groupings for literacy learning.
Resource the teacher can use to support this idea:
Instructional grouping for reading resource:

Early Intervention for Reading Difficulties: The Interactive Strategies Approach by Donna M. Scanlon, Kimberly L. Anderson, and Joan M. Sweeny
Idea 2:  IRA standard # 2.2 Use appropriate and varied instructional approaches, including those that develop word recognition, language comprehension, strategic knowledge, and reading-writing connections.
Use instructional approaches supported by literature and research for the following areas: concepts of print, phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, comprehension, fluency, critical thinking, motivation, and writing.

Description of idea:
The teacher could extend this lesson by allowing the students to complete a writing activity. The students could write the story once the sentence strips are in order and the main idea/supporting details are determined. Another option is that they can create a graphic organizer or web. By complete a graphic organizer or web; the teacher can connect their activity to the wrap up from this lesson. This would be the logical next step to complete and will connect seamlessly. The resource listed below will explain the definition of graphic organizers and semantic visuals, the importance of using them, and how they are effective. There is also a graphic organizer below that can be used in the future for displaying the main idea and supporting details.
Resource the teacher can use to support this idea:
Assessing and Correcting Reading and Writing Difficulties (Fourth Edition) by Thomas G. Gunning
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-Idea-Graphic-Organizer-for-Students-597143
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