Classroom Modeling (1st Grade)
READ 680
Classroom Modeling: 

Model a literacy technique for two different classroom teachers. One lesson should be at the primary level and the second should be at the upper elementary or secondary level.  The first step is to meet with the classroom teacher to determine a literacy need based on assessment data or model a technique the teacher is interested in learning more about, NOT based on a lesson that you enjoy teaching or a lesson that YOU think the teacher will need.   Submit your lesson plans, photos of you teaching the lesson (student faces not visible), and your reflections to the questions below.  You may use the lesson plan format that you used with your Literacy Case student.    
Please respond to the following questions after each of your modeling lessons.  

1. Why did you model this lesson?    
After contacting the first grade teacher, he stated that his students were struggling with identifying the beginning, middle, and end of a story. This has been a reoccurring struggle that he has observed. I chose to model this lesson based on the specific need of the students that was recognized by the teacher. This lesson was created to support the students, while providing the teacher with materials, resources, and instructional ideas.
2. What instructional techniques did you choose for this lesson and why did you choose them?  
I chose to utilize a variety of instructional techniques for this lesson. These techniques include: unison responding, individual responding, thumbs up and thumbs down, and the use of a visual. I chose to incorporate these techniques based on researched best practices. These instructional techniques are both highly beneficial and effective. By incorporating unison and individual responding, I was able to check for student understanding of known material and made their thinking visible. By incorporating thumbs up and thumbs down, I was able to check for student understanding of vocabulary and comprehension of the story. Lastly, by incorporating a visual, I was able to support and scaffold the students while explaining the B, M, & E elements and the importance of being able to describe the beginning, middle, and end of a story.
3. Was there an important aspect of the lesson you hope the teacher understood?  If so, what was it and why was that so important?  
I hope that the teacher understood how I was able to check for student understanding in various ways throughout the lesson. I was able to do this through unison responding, individual responding, and thumbs up and thumbs down. These techniques are a quick way to assess the students through collecting evidence that the students have indeed met the lesson objective(s). These techniques also make student thinking visible to the teacher. Checking for student understanding is important so that the teacher can be sure that the students comprehend the topic or subject before moving forward.
4. How would you encourage the teacher to use or implement this technique into his instruction?  
I would encourage the teacher to utilize the beginning, middle, and end chart within his own instruction. The students were able to successfully identify the beginning, middle, and end of the story through using the visual. The questions on the anchor chart are designed to support the students in identifying the story elements. I would also encourage the teacher to use the chart to scaffold the students while explaining the B, M, & E elements and the importance of being able to describe the beginning, middle, and end of a story. I provided the teacher with the lesson plan, activity sheet, and the B, M, & E chart.
5. How would you continue to support this teacher in his instructional methods? 
In the future, I would continue to support this teacher by being a resource for additional materials and ideas regarding beginning, middle, and end as well as any other need identified by the teacher. I exchanged my contact information so that I am available to provide further support if necessary or desired. I would also provide the teacher with an extension activity to continue the lesson that was modeled. At the request of the teacher, I would model future literacy lessons based on assessment data or a technique the teacher is interested in learning more about.
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